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Alliance for a Healthy South Sound (AHSS) Council Meeting 

January 20, 2015, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

LOTT Clean Water Alliance, Boardroom 

500 Adams Street NE, Olympia, WA 

 

Participants 

John Bolender, Mason County Conservation District Debbie Riley, Mason County Public Health 
Cindy Callahan, Tacoma PC Health Dept Lisa Rozmyn, WSU 
Dennis Curry, CLIPA Chris Schutz, Pierce County 
Chris Ellings, Nisqually Tribe Alex Smith, City of Olympia 
Karla Fowler, LOTT Scott Steltzner, Squaxin Island Tribe 
Justin Hall, Nisqually River Foundation Stephanie Suter, PSP 
Jack Havens, CLIPA Lydia Wagner, Ecology 
Tom Kantz, Pierce County Jennifer Whipple, Taylor Shellfish 
Neil McClanahan, City of Tumwater Cindy Wilson, Thurston County 
Sue Patnude, DERT  
 Meeting Coordination: 
 Elizabeth McManus, Ross Strategic 
 Andy Chinn, Ross Strategic 
 

Meeting Summary 

I. Council Administrative Items 

AHSS Website 

 The AHSS website is being updated regularly (www.healthysouthsound.org).  Council members 

can send any suggestions for improvements, or additions to the events calendar, to Justin, 

Elizabeth, or Andy. 

 The AHSS coordinators are working on removing and/or redirecting the old AHSS website. 

November Meeting Summary 

 Council members approved the November meeting summary, which will be posted to the AHSS 

website. 

NTA Progress Reporting 

 AHSS coordinators submit quarterly reports on NTA progress to Puget Sound Partnership; PSP 

then uploads this information to the report card section of the PSP website.  The AHSS 

coordinators are in the process of gathering information from NTA owners and submitting the 

Q4 2014 status summary to PSP. 

EPA NEP Funding Model 

http://www.healthysouthsound.org/
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 The AHSS Executive Committee continues to work with the coalition of LIOs and tribes to 

advocate an improved Puget Sound funding model for the EPA National Estuary Program.  

Planning for a meeting between LIOs and EPA to discuss the proposed model is currently 

underway. 

PSP Updates 

 PSP is offering weekly opportunities to receive information about legislative activities that affect 

Puget Sound protection and recovery efforts.  Contact Stephanie Suter for more information. 

 During the next PSP Leadership Council meeting there will be a proposal for each Leadership 

Council member to be assigned to an LIO.  Leadership Council members would be invited to LIO 

meetings and would also meet with the regional ECB representatives. 

II. South Sound Strategy Work 

Scott Steltzner from the Squaxin Island Tribe provided an overview of recently completed landscape 

prioritization work. Under the work, subcontractor Kyle Brakensiek identified habitat features and 

processes that are the most impaired for South Sound inlet/island groups and identified and 

summarized important geographic areas to concentrate recovery efforts.  Details of Kyle’s work 

included: 

 Creation of habitat based prioritization framework based on NWIFC catchments 

 Creation of a concept paper that describes the process approach and rationale for identifying 

and prioritizing areas for nearshore restoration and conservation by inclusion of multiple 

adjacent catchments throughout South Puget Sound 

 Incorporation of outside prioritization tools including the South Sound Nearshore Project 

Selection Tool (NPST) and the Puget Sound Nearshore Estuary Restoration Program (PSNERP) 

strategies. 

 

A copy of Scott’s presentation is available on the AHSS website here.  Squaxin Island Tribe is using initial 

results of the South Sound strategy work to create a GIS interface: https://maps.squaxin.us/flex/hotss/ 

 

III. Nisqually Tribe Projects 

 

Chris Ellings from the Nisqually Tribe provided an overview of priority areas and projects for the Tribe, 

including: 

 Nisqually Estuary restoration 

 Hatchery stray reduction (to less than 10% of hatchery origin strays in the Nisqually system) 

 Mainstem Nisqually protection 

 Ohop restoration, in particular restoration of the historic river channel 

 Mashel restoration, including large-scale large woody debris restoration 

 Nisqually Community Forest Initiative 

 Sampling and other work in the Nisqually Reach Aquatic Reserve 

 

http://www.healthysouthsound.org/council-2/agendas-and-meeting-summaries/
https://maps.squaxin.us/flex/hotss/
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For major project areas, Chris provided a summary of the Nisqually Tribe’s goals, and progress toward 

these goals as of the end of 2014.  A copy of Chris’s presentation is available on the AHSS website here. 

 

IV. Septic Financing Advisory Committee 

 

Art Starry, Thurston County Environmental Health Director, gave an overview of the work of the Septic 

Financing Advisory Committee.  Failing septic systems have significant impacts on Puget Sound, and 

state and local governments are continually searching for ways to deal with them.  In 2006, the 

Legislature required local health districts to create monitoring and maintenance plans for septic 

systems, including identification of septic systems and where they pose the greatest risk to water 

resources.  The twelve Puget Sound counties developed septic plans which were subsequently approved 

by the state, but implementation has not been a uniform success.  As policymakers continued to look at 

the issue, it was determined that without a proper law and resources, success would be difficult. 

 

As a result, the Department of Health convened the Septic Financing Advisory Committee to determine 

what was necessary to comply with state law, what was currently being spent, and what minimum 

“foundational” services were needed.  The Committee issued a series of recommendations around 

septic program management and funding in Puget Sound.  The Committee’s recommendations and 

other supporting documents are available here.  A bill is currently working through the Legislature that 

would require local jurisdictions to charge a $39 fee per septic system to fund overall septic program 

management. 

 

Mr. Starry provided additional comments in response to participants’ questions: 

 One issue to be resolved is how to avoid double-charging areas with fees for shellfish protection 

districts and/or marine recovery areas. 

 Thurston County is nearing the end of a process to locate all of the septic systems in the county. 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 17 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

 

 [Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm] 

http://www.healthysouthsound.org/council-2/agendas-and-meeting-summaries/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/WastewaterManagement/OnsiteSewageSystemsOSS/SepticFinancingAdvisoryCommittee

